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   LIGHTING A CANDLE 
     FNE and the Culture 
 
   

Good News!   
There are boy outdoor adventure movements that do 
not assault Catholic moral teachings on sexuality. 
 
Good news!  In our morally confused times, there are 
options for boys which encourage growth in the faith, 
unencumbered by cultural bias against Christian values. 

 

A Roman Catholic Youth Movement  
In September 2014, four adults held an introductory 
meeting for a boy’s program, called the Federation of 
North American Explorers (FNE).  They had no money, no 
equipment, no boys.  They did have a dream, and a pas-
tor who saw a need that could be filled for his youth. 
 

Note the Nuance 
A unique movement, the FNE is not affiliated with the 
Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts USA, Scouts Canada, 
or any similar group. 
 
The FNE is an international Roman Catholic outdoor 
program (that welcomes other Christians of good will).  
It is not a program that accommodates Catholics.    
 
That nuance is important, as everything the FNE does is 
from its Catholic theological and moral perspective – 
hiking, camping, nature study, membership policies, 
program features – everything.  The FNE does not have 
conflicting allegiances to Catholicism and Secularism. 
 
 

Papal Recognition 
 
By the way, the FNE is a division of the Federation of 
Scouts and Guides of Europe (FSE).  The FSE/FNE are some 
60,000 members strong in 20 countries.  They trace their 
origin to Fr. Jacques Sevin, a French Jesuit, who has been 
declared Venerable by the Church.  And the FSE/FNE 
movement has received recognition by the Vatican as a  
Lay Association of the Pontifical Right. 
 
 

A Baden-Powell Movement 
The movement itself is 60 years old.  Baden-Powell, the 
founder of scouting, and a personal friend of Fr. Sevin, had 
a direct hand in its development. A boy movement, the 
FNE does uniquely boy things, faces boy challenges, 
teaches outdoor skills and leadership while having fun—
and while imparting the Catholic world view to young men.  
 

Reaching the Unreachables 
For starters, this FNE unit is located in the inner city of a 
once-thriving but now struggling northern industrial city. 
Divine Mercy is a little parish which – by the numbers – 
should not work.   Unemployment is high; drugs are sold 
on the streets, prostitution is in the neighborhood, families 
are broken, combined and re-combined again.  Only two 
of the boys’ families had automobiles; parish volunteers 
help by giving rides to boys for each meeting and outing. 
 
But God worked in His own way.  Three months after the 
FNE unit began, FNE general Commissioner Paul Rithci 
brought uniforms for all the boys – for all of them.  The 
leaders protested that they were not able to pay now; 
Ritchi’s reply was: “Pay when you have the money”.  By 
April they did have enough to pay for the uniforms, but 
Ritchi said “Don’t worry about the uniforms yet; get these 
boys to summer camp.”  
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Parish Inspiration 
The Explorers hosted two parish meals.  They ran a hot  
dog sale at a supermarket two days before summer camp.  
Parishioners came forward (and two non-parishioners) to 
help the boys with funds for camp (only three boys’ par-

ents could pay for camp).  The FNE ended up paying for 
both summer camp and the uniforms. God provided. 
 The little parish in the city has a certain glow about it.  
People come from all over to daily Mass.  The parish has  
Gianna Molla pregnancy outreach clinic, a vibrant men’s 
prayer group, a robust St. Vincent de Paul food pantry,  
and a magnificent choir. They are sponsoring a Corpus 
Christi procession through the heart of the city.  Time and 
again the parishioners step up to help each other.   
 
The Explorers ended up with five adult leaders, all com-
mitted Catholics, all Virtus trained.  One of the leaders is a 
choir director; one is a fitness trainer. One is a computer 
programmer; one is an educator; one is an insurance 
agent. Four are experienced wilderness canoe trippers.   
 

A Catholic Culture 
A St. Michael the Archangel medal is sewn in the hems of 
the neckerchiefs, and a rosary hangs from each boy’s belt.   
 
Every meeting ends with night prayer.  In the darkened 
church, both boys and adult men kneel around the altar.  
They meditate briefly, take turns thanking Jesus for 
something or someone, and then ask Jesus to help 
someone.  They finish by singing together the Salve 
Regina.  One boy was baptized at this year’s Easter Vigil.  
 

Fun for Boys 
This summer they had the good fortune to bring the boys 
to summer camp.  It was the FNE’s international summer 
camp in the lake country of Ontario.  Everything about the 
camp was good … and good for boys.  
 

At summer camp they ran, swam, hiked, canoed and 
played games.  Mass was celebrated every day.  Three 
different priests came during the week, and heard a dozen 
confessions every day.  On Wednesday night they held a 
Eucharistic Procession by candle light.  
 

A Catholic Brotherhood of Men 
Groups came to camp from Canada and the United States.  
And the adult leaders were all of like mind – doing their 
best to love God and be a good example for the boys in 
their groups.  Without exaggeration, the adults became 
fast friends as they encouraged each other in the faith. The 
serious and joyful spirit was palpable, and it was edifying. 
   
The FNE difference is that these Catholic men themselves 
go to confession and Mass, and it shows in their ability to 
relate to boys as Christian adults. 

         
Gender Distinct Programs 
In North America, the FNE has gender distinct programs for 
boys and girls from ages 6 ½ to 24.  There are FNE units in 
Toronto, Oshawa and Quebec, and in New York, Maine, 
New Hampshire, Oklahoma, Texas, West Virginia, Virginia, 
Florida, Georgia and California.                             
 

Leapfrog the Culture War 
There is another way to live.  We can live the Good News. 
In the Federation of North American Explorers that Good 
News is joyful and encouraging.  � 

      
For information contact:  FNE Director Pierre de Rosa     

pierre.derosa@verizon.net          716-283-3489 
 


